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Beftriptuin of tlje 3(Humtnatefi Caleniar^ 

CopieO from tl)e i^our0 of 2imt of 2J5rittanp* 


i^ouriBf of Zmt of Brittanp” 10 a mag-^ 
ntficent praper Ooofe preferPeO (n tlje Mb' 
ltot?)eque IRopale of paxiQ. Cljig Iplem 
OtO toori^, of panOCome quarto a3e^ com-- 
menceg toitp a Oeautiful CalenOar, txt' 
euteo tn OoOp colour tn tpe finell ll^le of miniature 
painting of tpe perioO. Cacp fubiect occupieg an 
entire page, tnitp tpe ejeception of tpe tablet in tpe 
centre of tpe picture, topicp containg a portion of tpe 
^atntg’ bapg of tpe ^oman CalenOar, tpe otper por- 
tion on tpe oppo0te page being omamenteb onlp toitp 
a borber, reprefenting a flotoer, ebibentlp painteb 
from nature, on a golb grounb. Mntt it toill be 
feen tpat, toitp tpe exception of tpe abaptation of tpe 
:aimanacft to 1 845, tpe prefent toorfe ig ejractlp copieb 
from tpe originaL Cpe remainber of tpe manuicript 
bolume containg praperg to all tpe principal faintg, 
toitp a finelp epecuteb miniature, occupping an entire 
page, taften from tpe legenb of eacp particular faint* 
S)omc of tpe praperg oppoOte to tftefe pictureg are 
omamenteb toitl) borberg 0milar to t|)ofe of tl)e Ca^- 
lenbar, toljilll otljerg are entirelp frameb in borberg 
of richer character, of tohieh that on our title page ig 
a goob, though not one of themoft elaborate fpecimeng* 
fl)ther praperg anb ofiSceg are fimilarlp mricheb, anb 
in all there are uptoarbg of three hunbreb plantgpor^ 
trapeb, the tohole of them ejrecuteb toith great beautp, 
anb toith fufiScient fibelitp, to renber the bolume the 
mod complete herbal of theperiob* Chefubiectg tohieh 
form the illudration of each month are ejcceebinglp 
happp* Chug,forthebleab month ofganuarptoednb 
a fnoto dorm, toith a trabeller feeblng dieiter in a 
builbing, tohere, from the preparationg feen going on. 
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I)i0 reception toiU ePiOentlp Pe i)D4)itable : t|)e upper 
part of tl)e picture^ as in all tpe otpers, is oecupieo bp 
tpe fxsn of tlie 50 biac, tobici) io^ toell betacl)eO bp it0 
purelp becoratibe treatment* 3ln jPebruarptoe tjabe tlje 
in boor comforts of pomeanb (belter illu0rateb,tDbicb 
bp a bolb feetion,— a common bebice of illuminators^ 
—is mabe to contraft (Jribinglp toitp tbe frigib anb 
fnoto cobereb ejcterior* flgarcbejcbibitstbeearlieftfielb 
occupation— :amanis engageb pruning tpe trees of an 
orcbarb, topile a poung tooman collects tpe croppings 
for 0retDOOb ; anb in tbe bacb grounb, bnigbts in arm« 
our are feen iffuing from tbe gates of a caftle* Cbefe 
elaboratelp braton cattles are not tbe leatt interetting 
portion of tbe bolume* SZHe ttill abmire tbe crumbv 
ling ruins on tbe bine dab billow of tbe Ubine, anb tbe 
more unbulating banbs of tbe Hoire or d^aronne ; but 
here toe fee them ejrbibiteb in all tbeir original per^ 
fection, fbetcbeb bp a contemporarp artitt* fin :^pril, 
ftjring bas alreabp ber enamelleb carpet of flotoers, 
anb tbe fair chatelaine is enioping b^t loftp flotoer 
garben on tbe cattle terrace, accompanieb bp female 
attenbants, tobo prefent b^ toitb cbaplets* Cbe 
month of £pap is treateb toitb peculiar elegance, the 
50 biacal ttgn Jif the Ctoins being beautifullp repro^^ 
buceb in the picture bp ttoin brothers returning from 
gathering the fl0ap or batotborn flotoers* 3Iiine 
bibits the bap'Cutting, anb the ttoo motoers are fo 
naturallp treateb, that one map almott bear the rural 
founb of fcptbe tobetting, anb feel the betop freibnefs 
of a bright 3lune morning* 3lulp reprefents the b^t-' 
bett* :^ugutt brings the tomnotoing of the grain ; 
September the bintage* October epbibits the fotoer, 
anb the lanbfcape portion of tbi0 fubiect is among the 
mott fuccefsful ; the mill pool toitb its febgp banbs, 
anb the ftoans, boubleb bp tbeir reflections on its 
glattp furface, are beautiful realities tobicb the illu^^ 
minator has fullp appreciateb, anb has treateb toitb 
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an ejTceUenee CelDom attamel) etien bp tbe great maC^^ 
tera of tbe pertob* 3 ln lI?obember, tpe ttotne^berb 
conbuetg big brobe to tbe oab tooob, tobere tbep are 
fealling anb fattening upon tbe falling crop of 
aeorng* ^December repretmtg a feene in tbe prepara^- 
tiong for tbe goob cbeer of Cbri0mag— one pig ig 
alreabp prepareb^ anb another ig belb boton bp tbe 
nerboug arm of a reColute bouCetoife to reeeibe tbe 
bnife, tobii^ g gii^l ^tg tbe bloob bellineb for tbe blacb 
pubbingg^ one of tbe fabourite belieaeieg of our fore^^ 
fatberg. 

Cbe toorb toag probablp ejreeuteb about tbe pear 
1499, on tbe oecafion of tbe marriage of :^nne toitb 
ber feeonb buCbanb, 2.ouig tbe Cbjelftb* 

:^nne of Brittanp, onlp baugbter anb b^ireCg of 
jfrancig tbe feeonb, SDube of Brittanp, toag born in 
ftje pear 1476, anb loOng ber father at the age of four- 
teen, became, toitb Curb a botorp ag the buebp of Bri^ 
tanp, an obiect of contention among manp potoerful 
fuitorg* 6bentuallp fl)e gabe her banb to #at:imtlian, 
the Bing of the ^lomang,to tobom 0)e bab been a®-- 
anceb bp her father, anb the marriage toag fecretlp 
performeb, bp projcp, toitb the cullomarp ribiculoug 
ceremonp* J 0 peantobile the celebrateb Count Dunois, 
frulfrateb in big enbeabour to obtain her banb for 
patron anb frienb the SDube of j©rleang, then a date 
pritoner, refolbeb at all ba5arbg to annexe the buebP of 
Brittanp to the croton of iFrance ; anb babing gaineb 
the content of big matter, Cbarleg the eighth, to open 
negotiationg for per marriage toitb tb^t prince, be, 
bp bint of tpreatg anb artittceg, at latt gaineb f^isi 
point, anb :^nne of Brittanp became Clueen of ifrance 
in I49I* ^n the beatb of Cbarleg, in 1498, (be toag 
at ttrtt obertobelmeb toitb grtef ; but roufing bertelf 
from her betponbencp, (be batteneb to Brittanp, topere 
(beretumeb tpe etrercite of per perebitarp tobereigntp, 
anb in letg tpan four montpg tpe poung anb charming 
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totnotn gabe|)er ()anl>to Scouts t])e Ctoelftl), ta|)o, 
toften Dufte of €>rlcans, 1)86 been one of |)et luttorg; 
t|)ug iiecomtns a feconD time £lueen of iTrante. 

i^er court, ttliici) toae remarttatile for its ^lem 
Dour, toas frequenteH bp manp poung labies of qua« 
litp, boll) jFrencI) anb ©rcton, toi)oIe ebucation anb 
beportment Ae birecteb bp precept anb example ; 
anb it is a remarftable fact, t|)at tijeie labies toere tpe 
6r8 termeb “ ®atbs of ijonour.” ftije is laib to pabe 
been tpe firO i^ueen to abopt black as mourning on 
^ebeaQiofper firQpufbanb; topitepab« 
ing been tpe ropal mourning 
prebioudp to per 
time. 


prefent fsf an attempt to renPec mecfianiTm an auriliarp of art, ap far ae! it is 
note practicable, anp to point rtjc toap to greater anP Ijigljer efforts. 'SElje flototr bor- 
PerS are printep entirely bp tlje litljograpljic prefs of 9Br. Ctocn 3!onc0, anP it is be-- 
UeteP are excellent fpccimens of rtiat Pclicate procefs- '(tlje figure fubjccts arc colourcP 
Pp ^anP. 

Polume toill anfpjcr ePerp purpofe of tlje ufual ^Imanarlts, anP “ Ulje SDiarp” 
P)ill furntn) tlje means of retorPing intcrefting ocmrrenccs anP Ijome epents, toljiej) 
being regificreP in a Polumtof intrinficpjortl), toill tljus form a more permanent recorP 
tpan tlje ufual pages of Biarics anP almanacks- 

»*♦ 31*^ intenPeP to publilp annuallp a Polume of fimilar cljaracrer. 
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I S^llumumuti 

I PUlil.ISHED BY 

I MESSRS. LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS. 

i — 

' I- 

A HISTORY OF XLLXTMX^^ATED BOOES, 

J FROM THE IV*** TO THE XVll*- CENTURY, 

; BY 

i HENRY NOEL HUMPHREYS: 

ILLrSTKATF.D BY 

A SERIES OF MAGNIFICENT SPECIMENS, 

Consistinff of an Entire Pntjc of the Exact Size of the Original^ 

FROM THE MOST 

Cclrbrntrt ant) ^plrntn'li 

IN TUK TMrEIlIAL AND ROYAL LIDRAUIKS OF VIENNA. MOSCOW, PARIS, NAPLES, COPENHAGEN, AND MADRID; 

FROM rHK VATICAN, ESCUlUAL, AMUROSIAN, AND OTHER GREAT LIRRAUIES OF THE CONTINENT, 

AND FROM THE RICH Pt’IILlC, COLLEGIATE, AND PRIVATE LllIHARIF.S OF GREAT BRITAIN; 

SUPERBLY PRINTED IN GOLD, SILVER, AND COLOURS. 


i 

! 

I 




> - who have not nsitod the great lilirariet? of Europe, aiul passed much time in i 

; Ir y ' searching for and examining tlie treasures of art contained in tlieir vast and almost ; 

; V I •! unknown stores of Illuminated MSS., cannot form the slightc'st idea of the extreme j 

i •A* j; heauty of many of those wonderful produetions of middle-age art — of tlu ir gorgeous J 
) colouring and gilding, their intricate and elaborate design — tlieir endless variety — tlieir ' 

5 delightful comhinations of form and colour — and the extreme perfection of execution ami extra- 

; ordinary knowledge of ornamental design which they display. ■ 

31any works have recently exhiliited the Architectural wonders of those ages that have been ' 

> misnamed “dark"; — the profuse sculpture of the vast cathedrals — the massive grandeur of the ^ 

> feudal castles — the more recmit magnitieeuce of the Tudor and Elizabethan mansions, the ehati^aux ^ 
j of Eraiice, and palaces of Italy ; hut in all those delineations, the works of the earlier [leriods have ' 
j been necessarily strippinl of the charm of colour, — their salient feature, — as well as their painting, ; 

gilding, tapestry, — of all, in short, which imparted to them the liiiishing touch of splendour, and J 

> the peeidiar impress of art in each successive phase of its progress; for those elaborate and 

j beautiful eilorts of artistic skill of the early portion of the middle ages have nearly all perished by 
j barbarism or puritanical fanaticism, even where time had spared them. And yet, monuments of 

> those branches of early art are not entirely lost to us ; for examples of the style and taste of each ; 
period are vhidly preservetl in the splendid Illuminated AESS. of each succeeding era, which, in ; 

I fact, contain the only records of the early history of modern painting, and yet lie buried in the ^ 
I great lilirarics of Europe, utterly iuaccessihle to thousands fully capable of appreciating their • 
I interest and beauty. J 

I A selection from the most wonderful and splendid of these elaborate monuments of art — many \ 
j of which have cost the entire life of a consummate artist to produce — will form the subject of the > 
\ present work. No illustrated and general Historical Account of Illuminated MiSS. lias hitherto I 
\ been attempted in this country; and, in France, the great xvorks of Bastard and Siiafstre \ 
have but exhibited fragments, wdiich, althougli each heaulifidly executed individually, are so placed 

I < together that they do not convey, except in a very few instances, the sliglitest idea of the artistic | 
arrangement of a ])Jige of the MS. from wdiich they are taken, whilst the immense price of these | 

W’orks confines them to a few^ great libraries. It may he fairly stated, tlierefore, that no work | 

in any country has attempted to illustrate the subject wdtli so large a number of magnificent | 
specimens — each of the size of the originals; — each exhibiting the Miniature Pictures, graceful 
I Borch'i’ings, and Illuminated Capitals of an entde, mimiitilatod Page, and, at the same time, at | 
I a price that wiU place the work within the reach of every Family Library. The Illustrations will | 

I form a splendid Series of Examples of the pictorial and dccoratixe skill of the principal nations \ 
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Slliimmatfli BoofejJ publisiftfti bp iWfjjCirs. longmait anb Co* 


of Europe (witli some Eastern e\ani))!es) from that pt riod when the- eneiyetic nations of tlio North 
caught up and i\'kindled the expiring sparks of Koman art into sueeessive phases of originid and 
various ))tauty, to the coinineiiei-irn iit of the seveiUi'enth century, when tin* progress of tin* newly 
invented art of Printing, and <»ther eaus(*>, coinhlnt*d to put an end to tin* ]>roduction of tliise 
extraiU’ilinary hooks: from which perical, in short, tui'/iNol art gradually dtel'ne 1. 

In adtliiion t(» the illustration of the Erogre^i^ of "Art, wliiehMill he thus 'piendidly e.\hihlted. 
the Elates will nt’ce^sarily possess a great llisiori<‘al interest. Associated as nianv oi* these gorgeous 
hooks are with the names and deeds of a host of the wi ll-known luroes of Chivalry and Eo. nance, 
our (‘xamples \sill of nei'cssity form a sort of glittering pictorial lii^tory of the Dn >^ses. Manners, 
and Cnstonis (d' Europe, throughout the Middle Ages; frr(|iiently e.vlohitiug authentie Eortraits 
of historical personages of this and other European countms, of which no otlu'r sueli neord 
remains: in so rmieli that many will find in tliis work a l^irtrait Callery of their illustrious 
niK'eslors, hose deeds, conneeti'd with tin* sti'ry of the land, or the great t'vents of European or 
Asiatic warfare, are recorded in the siiju rhly lllnminateil Chronicles from which many ol’ onr 
snliject" vdl lie selected. Ihit, above all, this s«*leetion vaIII he deejily interesting on .ae(*on!tt < t‘ 
the nohle spe<*inn ns it will exhibit of the most ceh hraled and heautit’nlly llhiininated MS>^. ol the 
Hihi.k, fruiii the time of St. .leroine to the end of tlie vSixtientU Century — wonderful inonniiien’s 
of the extraordinary labour and often exipiisite skill wlm.h our earnest forefathers so pn'fuseiy 
bestowed upon the emheUishmeiit of the Sacred volume. 

(l"oaDition5 of ^dubliratton. 


TliP work will ho in Carls, nt intorvn's of ahont two . 

month.>. oar li Cart t(» rcnlain 'l ima* I’lates. r>f lli (‘-.art >i/.o of 
tho oriiri'Kil ' nl'j<'rt>, ainl oik li I'lafo ai li* '! Itv a desri ij»- 

tion. wil li 'oiiio ii< ( f)!inl of thr M fVcin hioli it i' rakon. Tin* 

work t«i hr i !'■ :i!rt( <1 III rut y-lonr I’arf^ ; tli.- l..-t to mnfaiti 
an Hist"' "k trh (It t lio er('.:r» >•' of th** Art of I llr.iiiinatKMi, 1 
with a l aid" in ai raiiu' in j the I’lao > in ( In (in< ’!().:iral ( Milrr, — 
as. in III" I’art >. ’ll \ \m!i.|()i th ■ Srik" "t \ arii’ly aiul »-(»ii\ ••nirnro. 
be issu' (1 « ith-mt rr_';ml to tlirir < lm»nMl(iLrir;'l arra*uriiirnt. 

Earh I'art, ci-ndiiuin^^ I’lat'-s, with I a-x iijinons, 

Iniprnal Q uirtu, (13 in. by 11), .splrndnl.) j.rintnl, in 


pnhl. '^ilvrr, and mlmir's, in imi’ ’ ti •■*• of ‘A" 

a, ,M, ns. ran h> .l'ir“'l ir, 1 ,^ 1 -J. 

LaKO! i’.vrKK.nn Unit' I in; "rm! 1 .0 • lii. t)\ I.'.', to [ rrM til 

f(*iilin:X Ih' ijiitr« I’l. -I . . 

K,vrr\ Si\ l’!irt> will torm a inil;, c:('r;^'‘ri»'is ^ " 1 ; . nr - •'mir 
fiiirli \ •■Inti.r.*- <'(.:ii|>h (i: rj t hr wnik. 

Tw<-iil y-hiiir I’.irts .»i( tii'is tmdO'od as th" of 

work. t!ir >tna!lrst s;'arr w h" Ii ii.'IM" (’ ii In* hoi" r • 
Siih|.-('t ; hnt should t!"' W".\ no! in, i oCh t iir ( i;": Oi ' ,i . oo'i.l 
whnh i.s »-oiitldrntl\ • xj.* tin* i ulHi>lirr' 1 1 srr\ f o llnni. 

sol\c*s tin* pnxili jir of coiiirlcun^; it ui a sinalUn' compus.s. 


PLATES CONTAINED IN THE FIRST PART. 

1 . Page tVoni a lartro and beautiful MS. executed for Edward 1\'., containing Portraits of himself, and his 

bndlnTs (ilonct sti'r and (dare nee. 

2. Pane from a rich MS. of the Orations of Demosthenes, made for one of the Farne.si. 

3. A remarkable Frontispiece, of gnat beauty, from a Venetian Diploma. 

No. 2. eontainim: a pai?e from the tine eopy of ‘‘ Les Mervedles dii Monde,” presented by Jean sans Peur to 
his uiiele tlie Duke of IJerri, now pr. ‘-ri ved in the Koval Library of I'aris, and some tine ami intcre.sting .speeimens 
from AISS. in British eolleetions, wall lu; la uiv in 1hci‘iiJicr. 

“XVe have set-n ^rnn* sj>rrimt ii«i of n work by Mr. Iliini|ihreys, on Illuininated MS>.. wliirli have surprised us by the 

accuracy’ of their execnlii)n, and the efit 1 1 oinainnl hy merely iin eliioneal means.” — i^nurtcr/i/ licnru-y June lb44. 

II. 

T K JK S E R M 0 K' 0 '7 B E M 0 U K T. 

[■^T. MArriM w, Chaj.s. V. vj. vij ] 

kntcntic'D A'5 a 13iiiI)-baT} fJicsftit oi cutt-Uook (or all Seasons. 


PRINTED IN COLD AND COLOURS. IN THE MISSAL STYLE, WITH ORNAMENTAL BORDERS BY 

OWEN JONI^S, Ain mil ( I, 

A71(1 a Dksk.n from a Dr(nri>,fj hy \V. Box all, Esti. 

Small Svo. 21 s. bound in an ajipropriatc manner by Ilayday ; or 11s. in boards. 


III. 

■ K E V' E K, D T :h: e F O X : 

A rrnny/ jo I .ij olnyvn nf (he vurltj Mide’/r Afjf'-S, 

Keproduced in Hhvine, chiedy fr ;m the E"w (Icrman OriL’hed of H. von Ai k'iar. F^mliellished throiigliout with 
ILLUMINATED WOOD-BLOCK LETTERS Or THE TWELFTH AND THIRTEENTH CENTURIES : 

W»I|| \v r MRO.OUCTl''.'. 

r.v SAMUKTi N.AYI.Oi;. ],.(,> of O. icn's ColI>'-e, O.-Lford. 

.Small Itu. j)p. don. (l.a:<i’Rly bound in s’a.iired vellum cloth. 
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